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NUMBER XXIL

PARISH OF STRATHBLANE,

{cOUNTY OF STIRLING.)

By the Rev. Mr Gien.

Name.

THE parith of Strathblane takes its name from the river

Blane, which rifes in it, and runs through its whole
extent. Blane is a contraélion of two Graelic words, fignify-
ing «varm river. The literal interpretation of the word
Strathblane, confequently is, ¢ the valley of the warm river;”
a name fitly appropriated to this parith, which from its fitua-
tion, enjoys a peculiatly mild atmofphere. Lying on the
fouth fide of the Lennox hills, it is fheltered by them from
the inclement winds of the north ;3 while the refleftion of the
fun's rays from a light fandy foil, produces an agreeable tem-
perature of the air at all {feafons.

Situation, Boundaries, &'c.~~Strathblane is fituated in the
northweft corner of Stirlingfhire, and lies withing the bounds
of the commiffariot of Glafgow. In ecclefiaftical matters it
belongs to the prefbytery of Dumbarton, and {yned of Glafgow
and Ayr. It is bounded on the eaft, by the parifh of Camp-
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564 Statiflical Account

fie ; on the fouth, by the parithes of Baldernock and New-
kirkpatrick ; and on the weft and north, by the parith of Kil-
Icarn. It lies 10 miles north from Glafgow, 14 eaft by fouth
from Dunbarton, and 20 fouthweft from Stirling. Its form
is an oblong fquare, § miles long, and 4 miles broad.

Soil, and face of the Country.—This parifh may properly be
ditinguifhed into valley and moor grounds. The valleyis
bounded by high hills on the north, and by a rifing ground en
the fouth fide of the river, which afcends about one third of
the height of the oppofite bills. This hanging ground on each
fide of the river, confifts of a light quick foil, is well culii
vated, and produces excellent crops. Toward the weftern

' extremity, the valley widens confiderably ; and the {oil there,
on the level grounds, is clay mixed with a rich earth, depo-
fited from time to time, by the overflowing of the river.
This foil is fit to carry heavy crops of any kind of grain.

‘The moor runs parallel to the valley, commencing at the
brink of the rifing ground on the fouth fide of the river, and
extending in 2n uneven {urface, about a mile and a half in
breadth. Fere the ground defcends into the parifh of New-
kirkpatrick, with a declivity fimilar to that with which it af-
cends from the Blane. A great proportion of this confifts of
heath ; but in many places, particularly on the fouth border,
and in the weflern extremity, it is now cultivated, and pro-
duces crops nearly as rich as thofe in the Swrath, 'The feil
here, in the patts fulcepiible of cultivation, is dry, light,
and rocky; and from the return which it makes, when pro-
perly laboured and manured, gives great encoyragecment to
the improver. Befides thefe moor and valicy grounds, the
h:lls on the north fide of the parifh afford moft cxcelient pal-

ture for black cattle and fheep,
1 he
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The general appearance of the country is agreeably piftu-
refque.” Coming from the fouth, the traveller at firft afcends
from the fertile fields of New-kirkpatrick, into what appears
an extenfive heath ; but which he no fooner enters, than he
finds it inter{perfed with cultivated felds, and here and there
obferves alake of {everal acres. Defcending into the valley, he
15 charmed with the verdure of the country, the mildnefs of the
air, and the appearance of chearfulnefs and plenty, which is
difplayed around. Secveral neat villas fcattered along the bot-
tom of the hills, and here and there a calcade precipitating
its torrent from their fides, enliven and beautify the fcene.
In fummer, the landfcape is enriched and adorned by the
luxuriant foliage of the woods with which the hills are fkirted,
and the whole receives an air of grandeur, from the abrupt
precipices in which the hills terminate. Toward the wett,
the hill of Dumgoiack, on the Duntreath eftate, prefents a
fingular and firiking appearance. Infulated in the middle of
the valley, of a conical figure, and compleatly clothed with
wood, it arrefts the attention ; whilft a fhoulder of the oppo-
fite hill, projecting like the pedeftal of an arch, dirc&ls the
eye, as it were through an immenfe vifta, to the pliins be-
low, when the whole profpect is bounded by the diftant
mountains on the fide of Lochlomend.

Cultivation and Produce.—TFor many vyears paft the farmers
have paid confiderable attention to the improvement of their
lands; and perhaps the ftate of agriculture is nearly as far
advanced as the nature of the foil will admit. Already in-
clafed, for the moft part dry, and originally quick and fer-
tile, it requires only to be manured and laboured, in order to
produce plentifully. ‘The manure chiefly ufed is lime, and
the opportunity of getting it readily from the neighbouring
parifhes of Camplic and Baldernock, has caufed it to be gene-
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rally adopteds The quantity laid on at once is but fmall,
being 4 chalders per acrz; but this is repeated with equal ad.
vantage, after two rotations of crops, or every 12th year.
This fat bas been alcertained by undoubted experiment
The crops generally raifed, are oats, barley, and prafs-feeds.
The ufual rotation, is 2 years pafture, 2 crops of oats, o
of hay, and then pafture again. The lime is fpread upon
the pafture grafs, a year previous to ploughing it up for oats.
This gives it time to incorporate with the mould, and both
improves the grafs, and mcliorates the foil for a future crop,
to a higher degree than when laid on in the {ame year in
which the ground is ploughed. The grafs-feeds are fown
with the fecond crop of oats, in the quantity of half a boll of
rye-grafs feed, and from 4 to 6 pounds of clover feed to 2n
acre, 'This courfe of cropping is uniformly adhered to, and
35 only varicd, in as far as barley is partially introduced for the
fecond crop of oatse As fur as this can be done, it is cer-
tainly an improvement on the plan; but as barley only fuc-
ceeds when the ground is well dunged, the fowing of it can-
not be extgnded any farther than the quantity of that manure
colle€ted in the courle of the year will admt.

This mcthod of croping may be thought too {cvere, efpe-
cially the fecond crop of hay, which is very impoverifhing.
Dut as 1his anicle brings a good price, being ufually fold at
6d per ftone, the farmer depends a good deal upon it for his
rent; and it yields ready moncy the {econd year, without any
expence of {ced or labour ; an objett worthy of being attend-
ed 1o,

Or late years, however, the farmer’s hopes have in a great
mealure been fruflrated in this refpedl, by the inartention of
the feed merchants, who have fupplied them with rye-grals
fred, which remains only one vear in the ground. The firflt
appearance of this annual feed, cuufled a good deal of alarm

and
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and difappointment, and various methods have been adopted,
to remedy or fupply the defet. Some by preferving and
collecting the {eed of fuch as remained the {econd year, ac-
quired by degrees, a ftock fufhcient for their own fupply.
Others, by fowing an additional quantity of clover Teed, fe-
cured at leaft, a good bulk of hay the {ccond year, though
inferior in quality to the rye-grafs hay.

But the hope of an effeCtual and general relief 15 now af-
forded, by the public fpirited propofuls of the Farmers Socicty
at Glafgow, who have lately taken the matter into confidera-
tion. This fociety (of which moft of the farmers in this pa-
rifth are members), confifts of the moft noted and experienced
farmcrs in an extent of country of 15 or 20 miles round Glaf-
pow. The exertions of o many men, eminent in their pro-
feflion, promifle to become of general utility. DBy a private
fubfcription among themfulves, they have already raifed a
confiderable fund, from which, they give premiums to emi-
nence in agricultural exertions -or ufeful improvements.
They alflo affiflt {pirited members of their own body, by lend=
ing them money from their fund, toward carrying ufeful pro-
jeéks into execution, It has been propofed amonglt them, to
commiflion their own grafs-feeds from the belt foreign mar-
kets ; by this plan if it fball be carnied into execution, they
will not only fecure the beft in quality, but alfo have a
faving on the price. 'When imported to the general depot at
Glafgow, each parith can conveniently get the quantity alot-
ted to it conveyed home. It is by turning the attention of the
inhabitants of a country to fuch ufcful and practical objeéls,
that a nation may expeft to become truly great.

Peafe and beans have been found to thrive well in {everal
farms, and one fpirited farmer made lately an experiment of
a wheat crop, which fucceeded to his with. From 2 acres,
he reaped 32 bells, The ground indeed was fum:ner fallow-
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ed, and richly dunged. This {uccefs would have encouraged
him to continue the plan, but the fcanty fupply of dung pre-
vented him. He therefore now fubftitutes a turnip crop for
the fummer fallow, and a barley crop for the wheat; and
from an exa& calculation, he finds he is a gainer by this lat-
ter method. If this pratice fhould become general, it will
certainly be more profitable than the method at prefent in
u e,

The following table contains the average quantity of grain
and hay fown, and produced annually.

Annual Average of
Bolls fown. Produftof eachboll. Total produét.

Dats 486 9 3402
Barley 44 3 352

Acres. Stones. Stones.
IHay 120 produét 150 perac. 18000

Grazing.~— Agriculture, however, conftitutes onlyone branch
of the farmers employment in this parith. The rearing and
feeding black cattle and theep, occupy a confiderable fhare of
their attention. The excellent pafture afforded by the hills,
which can never be turned to agricultural purpofes, both
compels and encourages their exertions in the grazing line.

In this branch, the {tock of milk cows deferves to be firlt
mentioned, This has been brought to a confiderable degree
of cxcellence, by the attention which has been given to pro-
cure bulls of a good kind, and by {eleCting the beft and hand-
fomeft cows to breed from. Accordingly, the breed is much
elteemed in the country toward the weft and north, and the
farmers find encouragement to 1ear 23 many as they can, to
anfwer the demand that is made from that guarter. The

cows reared, are fold when they firft become pregnant,
which
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which is at 3 years old, and they then bring from L. 5 to 1.6
cach.’ ‘

Befides the milk cows or native ftock, a confiderable num-
ber of highland cows are fattened upon each farm. Thefe -
are commonly bought in at the Michaelmiafs and Martinmafs
markets, and wintered upon the farm, with the afliftance of
a litde fodder, from New-year's-day, till the middle of April.
They are then fed during the following furmamer, and fold to
the Glafgow apd Paifley markets in antumn. At the time
they are fold, they generally weigh from 18 to 24 ftories of
beef and tallow, which brings, at an average, 6s per {tone.

The theep. ftock confifts of ewes, which are all ¢f the fhort
or black faced kind ; which the farmers have taken confide-
rable care to improve, by felelting the beft rams, and (upply-
ing the defect of their ftock, with the beft and {touteft ewe
lambs. In addition to this, they allo buy in from time to
time, good lambs from thofe paris of the country which are
famed for keeping good ftocks of {heep. The profits arifing
from the theep ftock, are chiefly derived from the wool and
lambs. The fmeared wool fells at 6s per {tone, and white
wool from 8s to gs. The lambs bring at an average 6s each.
A few of the worft ewes called fbotts, arc likewife fold every
year about Martinmals.

The ewes are fo managed, as to begin to pmdu:c-: their
lambs about the ijoth of April; the moft proper feafon on
high grounds, It fometimes happens, that a number of them
have twins. When that is the cafe, the ewes are brought
down to the low grounds, where the rich pafture enables
them to nurle both. If any ewe happens to lofe her lamb,
fhe is confined in a houfe, with a tlvin lamb taken from ano-
ther, for two nights; by which time, fhe becomes attached
to it, and nurfes it as her own. In che latter end of July,
the lamibs are weancd ; when thofe felefted for keeping up
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the flock, are put to a feparate part of the farm, where they
are kept apart from their dams, till next fummer. The reft
are either fold for flaughter, or for ftocking farms in other
parts of the country.

In the month of November the whole ftock is fmeared ; a
praltice which, although it is both expenfive and troublefome,
35 found to be not only neceflury, but beneficial. ‘The falve,
a mixture of tar and butter, kills the vermin with which theep
are infefted, and makesthe wool adhere clofely to the animal,
"This contributes both to 1ts comfort during the winter, and
preferves 3 better flegce till the feafon of thearing, than what
is then found on the white or unfmeared fheep. The waol
.alfo, though not of fo fair a colour as the unfmeared, is yet
of a better quality. Thefe advantages attendant upon fmear-
ing, have been afcertained in the moft fatisfaltory manner,
by a comparative experiment lately made by a farmer in this
place. e took 100 lambs of the fame ftock, and divided
them equally ; taking equal care in every refpelt of the two
parcels. He fmeared 5o, and left ¢o unfmeared. At the
fheep fhearing feafon, 4 fleeces of thofe that were fmeared,
weighed a ftone ; whereas, it took 7 fleeces of the unfmear-
ed to produce the {ame weight, The quality too of this -
laft was inferior, being coarfe and matted. He perfifted in
the experiment for §:years, and the older the fheep grew,
the preference in favour of the fmeared wool became flill
more decided; till at laft the merchant could fcarccly be
prevailed upon to take the white wool at the fame price
with the {meared. The ewes alfo failed fooner than the
others ; fo that he gave up the attempt, fully convinced of
the propricty of fmearing the wool fiock.

The fame enterprifing {pirit, however, which prompted the
above experiment, mduced him to try others, for reducing
the expence of {mearing.  After repeated trials of fundry in-

: gredients
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gredients mixed with the #ar and dutfer, in order to reduce
the quantity of thefe expenfive articles, he found that batter-
milk in a certain proportion, produced this effe@. Thus, 2~
pints of butter milk, added to 6 pints of tar, Stots meafure,
and 12 pounds Tron, of butter, will imear 4 fheep meore
than the fame quantity of tar and butter by themfelves. If
the butter-milk be a week or two old, it is fo much the better.
It makes the tar and butter incorporate more clofely, renders
the falve firm, and draws much finer upon the theep, thin
without it. Befides thelfe advantages, the falve thus prepar~
ed, is fit for immediate ufe; whereas, without this ingredi-
ent, it requires to ftand fome days after it is made, before it
can be ufed.

The horfes kept in this parifh, are eatirely deflined for the
purpofes of hufbandry, and a very few are reared for fale.

A table is fubjoined, fhewing the numbers of each kind of
cattle in the parifh.

Horfes kept for labour, - - 100
Do. reared annually, “ - 206
Milk cows, - - - 310
Cows rearing under 3 years old, - 346
Cows fastencd annually, - - 442
Sheep, confifting of ewes. - 1200

This article ought not to be concluded, without taking
notice of the laudable exertions of Archibald Edmonitone, an
txtenfive grazier on the Duntreath eftate, to introduce ime
provements in his. line. Among many other attempts to
this purpofe, (to which allufions have oftener than once been
already made in this account,) he has lately introduced a few
fheep of the true Spanifh breed into his farm. ‘The only
hazard of which he was apprehenfive, was that the inclemens
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cy of the weather in winter would hurt them. Of this ap.
prehenfion he has been moft agreeably relieved. They have
already flood two winters, as well as the reft of his ftock;
and one of them was the moft {evere, that has been known
for many feafons. The only precautjon which he ufed, waa
to keep them on his low grounds during’ winter; but in {um-
mer, they are fond of feeding on the tops of the hills, and
thrive there as well as the native breed. 'Their lambs are
cequally hardy as themfelves, and promife to become a great
acquifition to the country ; the wool being much fuperior to
any ever known in this place. Each ewe produced L. 4, and
the ram L. 5, which brought 3s 6d per pound, and was even
at that price fold much under value.

Laft year he crofied the breed with the Spanifh ram and
Scots ewes; and allo with a Scots ram, and the Spanifh
ewes ; and this experiment has fucceeded beyond expeétation.
The lambs 'thus gencrated, have wool little or nothing infe-
rior to the old Spanifh fhecp, and they may be expeéted to
be even hardier than thefe, as being inured to the climate
from their birth. In fhort, there is nor 4 doubt, if he had a
fufhcient extent of low ground to winter a large ftock upon,
that Mr Edmonftohe would pufh this experiment to a depiee
which might prove highly beneficial to himfelf, to his land-
lord, and, as fetting an sfeful example, to the whole country,

In autumn laft, he alfo procured a few Cheviot ewes,
which he has croffed with his Spanith ram. 1t is expe&led
this will produce a hardy breed, and improve the wool to2
#ill greater degree of finenefs, than the croffing with the
common Scots ewes ; but on the fuccefs of this experiment,
tume muft be left to decide, ’

Blonufoitures.— Although this parifh "cannot boaft of ex-

tenfive c{tablithments in manufaltures, yet lying in the vici=
_mity
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nity of the city of Glafgow, a portion of that {pirit of enter-
prife, which poflefies all ranks there, has diffafed itfelf hither.
Three bleachfields have lately been ereéted, which employ a
confiderabie number of petfons. ‘Thefe belong to compamies
ftationed at Glafgow, who fend their goods here to be
bleached. Nothing can excel the foftnefs and purenefs of
the water for this purpofe, being broken by ruthing from the
hills and precipices, and kltered through beds of the cleaneil
fand. The ground alfo on the banks of the river, affords
the moft favourable fituations for fpreading cloth. Confifting
of a warm fandy {oil, it contributes towards whitening and
clearing the goods fdoner, and to a-more exquifite purenefs,
than can be done where the {oil below is of a clayith texture,
The chief employment of one field is bleaching muflins and
pullicates. The other two belonging to inkle fatories in
Glafgow, are wholly confined to bleaching tapes and‘yarn.

Mechanics.~Qf thefe weavers conftitute the greateft pro-
portion, as befides the cmplnyme;&t they pet from the country
people, they are fupplied with abundance of work from the
manufaturing companies in Glafgow. There are about 22
looms employed in this manner; befides 10 inkle Jooms lately
fet to work, at one of the bleachfitlds above mentiored. Of
other tradefmen, there are 7 taylors, 3 thoemakers, 3 hofiers,
3 carpenters, and 1 {mith.

Population.—There being a great many feuars or fmall he-
ritors, who refide upen and labour their own lands, this pa-
rilh has on that account been lefs fubjet to flufltation in
its inhabitants, than might otherwife have happened. 1t has
however experienced fome changes in thie refpe®. A con-
fiderable diminution of numbers has been produced, within
the laft 20 or 30 years, by the greater proprictors letting out

1 their
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their lands in large farms, which exclude cottagers. On the
other hand, an acceffion of 60 or 70, has lately been obtain-
ed by the perfons employed at the bleachficlds.

T'he population as returned to Dr Weblter, in 1755, was
797- In this prefent year 1795, it i3 found by an actual
enumeration, to bé 620 fouls. -

Of thefe there are,

Under 10 years of age,~— 140

From 10 to 20 years,~—123§
2080 §0 = =247
—— foto 70 = 68

70 tD 10@ -~ —-40

Towal 620

rrr———

Diminution lince 1755, 177

Average of deaths per annum, . <
of births, - 13
of marriages, - 5

Poor.~The poor are {fupported by the weekly collections at
the church, and the interelt of a fund amounting to L. 220,
accumulated by charitable donations from individuals, hav-
ing property or intereft in the parith. ‘There are at prefent
7 perfons on the parifh-roll; 5 of whom receive 53 monthly,
and the other 2, being bed-rid, receive 10s monthly. Befides
this allowance, they are f{upplied with coals in the winter,
and for fome of them, their houfe rent is paid. Several
others, who have not hitherto been admitted on the roll, re-
ceive fuch occafional afliltance, as their neceflity requires.

Thefe diftributions are managed by the Kirk Scilion, without
any
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any e pence tp the fund. To their difcretion alfo, is left
the apportioning each poor perfon’s fupply, and they keep re-
gular books for the infpection of the heritors. DBy this ma-
nagement, the poor are kept from public begging, 2 nuifance
wherever it prevails; and with which this parith, notwith-
ftanding it thus fupperts its own poer, is greatly infeited by
mendicants from other parts.

Heritors,—The fuperiority of this parith is vefted in his
Grace the Duke of Montrofe and Sir Archibald Edmonitone
Baronet of Duantreath; whofe anceftors, at one time, alfo
pofleflfed the whole property ef it. In the beginning of laft
century, that part of it which belonged to the eftates of Mon-
trofe was chiefly feued out; the caitle of Mugdock, and the
park adjoining, being alone retained in the family. The
eltate of Duntreath, formerly one of the greater baronies, in
right whereof the proprietors fat in Parliament witheout elec.
tion, ftill conftirutes about a third part of the parifh. The
anceftors of this family, were twice allied to the Royal Fami-
ly of Scotland. Their laft marriage into it was between Sir
William Edmonilone, Baronet of Duntreath, and Mary
Countefs of Angus, daughter of Robert IIl. and Gfter to
James 1. This Princefs lies buried in Strathblane church.
'The prefent Sir Archibald is lineally defcended from both
alliances.

There are ¢ other heritors, who poffels property in the
' parith, from I.. 100 to L. 250 each; befides 15 of fmaller
note, who relide on, and farm their own lands. ‘The whole
rental of the parifth, amounts to L. 2500.

Church, &'¢co——The church is a mean building, erected
in the beginning of the prelent century; and having never
been lathed or plaiftered, the bare walls and roof withour

cicling,
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cieling, prefent a very forry appearance for a place of wor-
fthip.

‘The ftipend hitherto has been 85 bolls of cat-meal, and
L.27:9:11 fterling in money, A new decreet of modifica-
tion was obtained at the inftance of the prefent incumbent,
before the Teind Court, in 1793, converting the money into
grain; which. when allocated, will augment the value of
the Aiving to L. 130. His Grace the Duke of Montrofe is

PEEID“.

Roads, {&c.—This parith is interfelted with pood roads in
every divedtion. Two turnpikes run through it from fouth
to north, in parallel lines, at 2 miles diftance from each
other. The one leads from (zlafgow to Balfron, and a litte
beyond that village, joins the great military road between
Stirling and Dumbarton, at the 17th mile-ftone from Stirling.
"The other line leads from Glafgow to Drymen, where it alfo
joins the military road, at the 11th mile from Dumbarton.
Befides thefe roads, which interfect the parifh at right angles,
there is another which cues it diagonally, from fourhealt to
northweft, forming a jun&ion between the Edinburgh road
near Kilfyth, and the above.mentioned military road at Dry-
men bridge. The weftern part of this line, which was for-
merly impaflible, s juft row converted into an excellent
turnpike road. If the bridge over the Leven at the mouth of
Lochlomond, which is at prefent in contemplation, be built,
the firaight road from the weft highlands to Edinburgh, will
ran through Strathblane, thereby avoiding the compafs by
Stirling on the one hand, and by Gla{gow on the other
To thefe advantages, it will add that of being more level,
there being no fenfible afcent from the Leven, to Kilfyth.
All thefe roads have received very material improvements

within the laft 6 years. From being fo flteep and rugged,
’ that
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that a horfe could not draw half a2 load upon them, they
are now rendered fmooth and level, fo that a carriage of any
weight may pafs with eafe. This improvement we owe to
Robert Dunmore of Ballendalloch Elgr, the original mover
of it 3 2 gentleman to whofe public fpirited exertions this dif-
trict of country {tands indebted for many real and permanent
advantages.

There are many bridges over the ftreams which fall from
the mountains; but none of any note. They all confift of =
arch, of about 12 feet fpan., Of thefe, there are 7 within
the parifth, which render the communication ealy and fafe at
all times.

Wells, Lakes, ¢9c,—The hills, which form the northern
beundary of the parifh, conftitute part of that range anciently
known by the name of ¢ the Lennox hills.” In former times,
the noble family of that name had extenfive pofleflions in
this part of the country; and the diftrict itfelf was denomi-
nated Lennox. The fhire itfelf is now partitioned between
the counties of Dumbarton and Stirling ; but the range of
hills will tranfmit the name to pollerity.

The ¢ Lennox hills” reach from Dumbarten to Stirling,
beyond which the range is continued from the Forth to the
Tay, under the name of the Ochils. Throughour the whole,
ftupenduous piles of bafaltic rocks are found. In Fintry, which
liecs in the midft of this range, about 8 miles eaftward, a
moft magnificent colonade of thefe pillars prefents itlelf; of
which a particular defcription is given in the Statillical Ac-
count of that parifh. In this parifh, the front of a precipice
for the [pace of a furlong is lined with flately columns of
the fame kind. ‘They confilt of 4, g, and 6 fides, are from
2 to 3 feet in diameter, and 30 feet high, They rife from
the horizon with a little inclination from the perpendicular,
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578 Statiftical Account

and fome of them are apparently bent in a fegment of a curye
line.

The higheft hill in the parifh is the Earl's feat, elevated
above the reft of the range, with a conical top. Here the
Blane has its fource, whence it runs in a fouthweft direflion
for 3 miles, and is then precipitated from the fouth fide of
the hill, over feveral very high falls, The moft remarkable
of thefe is the fpout of Ballagan, a calcade of 70 feet. This,
when the rniver is fwelled, puts on a very grand appearance.
Leaving the fpout, the Blane turns due weft ; when after
rusning 8 miles in this direétion, it lofes itfelf in the Endrick,
which falls into Lochlomond. It may here be obferved, that
the Blane, with the whole diftrit through which it runs,
has been omitted to be marked in Ainflie’s map of Scetland.

At the fpout of Ballagan a very remarkable feétion of the
hill is prefented. The fide of it, cut perpendicularly by the
water, difcovers no fewer than 192 alternate flrata of earth
and lime-flone. Near the bottom of the fe&tion are found
feveral thin firata of alabafter of the pureft white. There
were found alfo near the fume place, among the rubbifh
thrown up by the river in a late inundation, {ome fragments
of antimony, which when tried by a chemical procefs, turned
out to be very rich fpecimens. The fource however, whence
thefe were dug, has not been difcovered. If it fhall be
found, it may probably prove a valuable mine.

There are 6 lakes in the parifh, the largeft of which does
not exceed half a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile in
breadth. Thefe lie in the moor-land part of the parifh, and
contribute to render that a chearful profpeft, which would
otherwife be bleak and dull. They abound with pike,
perch, and ttout. They are allo frequented by wild ducks,
and “other aquatic fowls. In the Blane likewifle, there are
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plenty of Pmall and fome large trout; and falmon make their
way up in confiderable numbers, at {pawning time.

Buildings.~~The caltles of Mugdock and Duntreath, efpe-
cially the former, have been anciently places of confiderable
ftrength, There is no tradition concerning the time when
they were built; nor do they bear any infcription from which
that can be afcertained. Their conitruétion, however, deter-
mines them to have been built about the fame time, and for
the like purpofe, with many others of the kind in Scotland,
viz. to defend the chieftains who poflefied them from the
fudden incurfions of a hoftile or enraged neighbour. The
caftle of Mugdeck feems to have been a regular fortification.
Covered on the eall and north by a lake, the waters of which
were drawn around it by a ditch, whereof the fcite is ftill
apparent 3 it muft have been inacceflible to any force, which
could be brought againft it in thofe days. The {quare tower
which is flill entite, has fomething peculiar in its confiruc-
tion. After rifing to the height of the outer wall, the weft
and fouth fides of it fpread {o as to form an obtufe angle at
the corner, over the great arched gate-way. This would ap-
pear to have been done with a view of more eafily obferving
from within the motions of an aflailant. By this confiruc«
tion allfo, miflive weapons might be dilcharged frem both
thole fides of the tower, upon an enemy approaching the
Eﬂtﬂi

Oppofite to this tower, at the diftance of 300 yards, is
heard a very extraordinary echo. It repeats any fentence of
6 fyllables, in the exa&t tone, and with the very accent, i
which it is uttered ; waiting deliberately till the fentence is
finithed, before it begins; and it will reverberate even a
whifper.
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Treese—Two oak trees adjoining to"the public road at Blar.
qubofh, in the weftern extremity of the parifh, attract the
notice of pafiengers, as being unufually large in this part of
#he country. The trunk of the largeft, meafures 15 feet in
circumference, and its branches form the radii of a circle 30
yards in diameter. As the public road paffes underneath it,
it falls within the notice of every traveller. The other grows
near it, and though not quite fo large, is a more beautiful
tree, having a taller trunk, and being more clofely covered
with foliage.

Tnundationse—Qwing to the vicinity of the hills which at.
tratt the clouds, the Blane is frequently fubject to {udden
fwellings. It has however, only rifen twice to an alarming
height, withing the memory of perfons now living. About
60 years ago, a water fpout is faid to have burft at its fource;
which poured fuch a torrent from the hill, as threatened
unavoidable deftruftion to the plains below. Happily how-
ever, as the Blane {alls into the valley, at a place whence it
declines to both the eaft and welt, the waters, burfting from
their accuftomed channel, were difcharped eaftward. Dy
this circumftance, the country was faved at that time, from
the effefts of the deluge. 'The waters turning in this direc-
tion, where the valley is wide and level, they ftagnated upon
it. Here alflo, they could do little damage, the ground to-
wward the eaft for 2 miles being marfhy.

The accounts, however, which old people gave of the mag-
nitude of that inundation, were fuch as appeared fabulous;
till they were again formidably exemplified, during a thunder
ftorm on the 13th of Auguit laft, r705. About 8 o’clock on
the evening of that day, the clouds which during the after-
noon had hung in threatening afpect around the fkirts of the
horizon, were condenfed above the Earl’s feat. Here they
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burft, and fell, as was evident from the effefls, in entire
fheets, The fpout of Ballagan appeared as an opening,
whence the bowels of the mountain were ifluing in water:
reaching the plain, the torrent burft the banks of the river on
each fide, and difcharged itfelf in nearly equal quantites to
the eaft and weft. That which run weft, tore up every thing
before it. Corn fields were laid wafte. Oats, barley, and
potatoes, were defiroyed to a great amount. Much damage
was done to the bleachfields below. It carried ftones of 3
tons weight a confiderable way into the open field, At one
place, it forced a paffage for itfelf along the public road,
which it tore up like the channel of a river. In fhort, it pre-
fented fuch a fcene of devaltation, as muft appear incredible
to thofe who have not feen it. It is computed, that there
was at lealt 6 times the quantity of water ever feen in the
river, during the greateft ufual floods; and had it not been
for the circumftance of a part being difchziged to the eaft, it
would have fwept the houfes fituated on its banks before it.
It Jalted 4 hours, during which time, the thunder and lights
ening were tremenduous,

Hiflerical Anecdetes.~The name of Rob Roy M*Gregor, a
famous Highland free.booter, is familiar to every inhabitant
of this part of Scotland. The depredations which he and his
delcendants commirted are ftill related with wonder. The
following copy of an order of the Juflices of the Peace, met
in quarter feffion at Stirling, a little after the middle of laft
century, will fhow the manner in which he held the country
under contributien. It is taken verbatim from the original
manufcript, fent at that time to be publifhed at the kirk of
Strathblane.
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¢ At Stirling, in ane Quarter Seilion, held be the Jufl.
“ tices of his Highnefs Peace, upon the 3d day Febru-
“ary, 31658~9. The Laird of Touch being Chyrf.

¢ man.

¢ Upon reading of ane petition given in be Captain M*Gre-
¢ sor, makand mention that feveral heritors and inhabitants
“ of the paroches of Campfie, Dennie, Baldernock, Stra-
¢ blane, Killearn, Gargunnock, and uthers within the fher-
¢ yifdom of Stirling, did agric with him to overfee and pre-
¢¢ ferve thair houfes, goods, and geir, frae oppreflicun, and
¢ accordinglie did pay him; and now that {fum perfones dclay
¢ to maik payment according to aggriement and ule of pay-
* ment ; thairfore it is ordered, that all heritors and inhabi-
¢ tants of the paroches aforefaid, maik payment to the faid
#¢ Captaine M*Gregor, of thair proportionnes, for his faid
¢ fervice, till the firlt of February laft paft, without delay.
€ All conftables in the feveral paroches, are heirby comman.
¢ dit to fee this order put in executionne, as they fall anfwer
¢ the contrair. It is allo heirby declared, that all who have
¢ been ingadgit in payment, fal be liberat after fuch tyme
¢ that they goe to Captaine M‘Gregor, and declare to
¢ him, that they are not to expeft any fervice frac him,
“ or he to expect any payment frae them. Jult copic ex-
“ tracted be

¢ James STirLinGg, Clk. of the Peace.”

¢ For Archibald Edmonftoune, Bailzie of Duntreath, to
 be publifhed at the Kirk of Strablane,”

It is to be cbferved, that the inhabitants of the country

were obliged to enter into fuch engagements with him, to fe-
cure
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cure¢ them againft the depredations of a banditti employed by
himfelf to plunder. And as he poffeflcd power enough to
overawe even jultice itfelf, it is not to be wondered at, that
he obtained fuch an order in his own behalf. Such an inci-
dent fhould teach us to fet a high value upon the happy privi-
leges which we enjoy under a mild and fafe government.

About 3 years ago, a number of old coins were found in
this parifh, inclofed in s log of wood. They confilted of
crowns, half crowns, and fhillings of Elizabeth, James I, of
England, and Charles I. A few gold coins were alfo found
amongft them, and fome Dutch ducatoons ; the value of the
whole might amount to L. 40 fterling. The log was about a
foot and a half fquare. A {mall triangular opening was cut
into the {urface of one of the fides; by this aperture, the log
had been excavated, and the treafure depoficed. It was then
clofed up with a picce of wood, neatly fitted to the place, and
faftened with wooden pegs. As none of the coins bear a
later date than the reign of Charles I. they muft have been
concealed during the troubles which preceded or fucceeded
the death of that monarch.

The hiftory of the log itfelf is fomewhat fingular. It can
be traced back for 4o years. At that time, it is remembered
to have ferved as a prop to the end of a bench in a fchool«
houfe, near the church. Afterwards, it was ufed as a play
thing by children, who amufed themfelves with carrying it to
the top of a declivity, whence it rolled to the bottom. It
then lay many years on the wall of the church-yard. At laft,
it was appropriated by a crazy old woman, a paunper, who
lived in a hut by her{clf. She ufed it as a {cat for above a
dozen of years. She dying, 2 neighbour was employed to
walh the clothes that were found in her houfe. As fuel was
fearce, the log was laid on the fire to heat water for that pur-
pofe ; it not burning quickly, the wather woman took it off,
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and proceeded to cleave it with a hatchet. At the firlt firoke,
the trealure came out and was fecured by the woman, who
perceiving the value, withed to conceal it. In a few days
however, it was divulged. But the woman’s hufband, who
was a worthlefs fellow, got hold of it, and decamped with the
whole amount; a few pieces excepted, which he had previ-
oufly fold. He has not fince been feen in the country, and
has left his wife to fupport 5 children by her own induftry.
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